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illustrated. 1838 edition. Excerpt: . . . the Sacred Penmen were on all occasions left to express them after their
own manner, and to vindicate and explain them by such reasoning as their own knowledge and
understandings might supply. Both these opinions have their advantages and their disadvantages, and
Unbelievers have shaped their arguments accordingly; availing themselves of the difficulties of both, and
disregarding in each (as on all occasions they are wont to do) whatever is sound and valid. But, after all,
Unbelievers seem to have little concern with this part of the subject: since it is only for those who admit the facts
on which-the authority of Revelation depends, and the certainty of the doctrines revealed, to inquire how the
knowledge of them has been preserved and transmitted. All arguments therefore on this point, are to be
considered as addressed to such persons, rather than to the professed Infidel. In questions which do not admit
of reference to our own personal observation and experience, care should be taken to avoid superfluous
niceties of discussion. In the present instance, therefore, we need only con tend for that kind or degree of
Inspiration, which may give-to the Authors of the Bible the proper character of Sacred Writers, and to their
books the general stamp of Divine Authority. Where strictly verbal Inspiration was necessary to that end, we
cannot doubt that verbal Inspiration was granted. Where Inspiration of the substance of the truths, without the
verbal expression, was sufficient, there we may...
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