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Memorial Association of Illinois, Sunday, February 1922, at 2: 30 P. M President Wright: The hour has arrived A
for the commencement of our exercises. First, is the invocation by Dr. Sibley. Our Father, we thank Thee for the
great memories of other days. We thank Thee for the heritage of this country that belongs to us and to our
children. We thank Thee that the founders of this nation came as those who had a sense of conviction and faith
in God and of God s destiny for them and for those who should come after them. We thank Thee that in the
great time of struggle and of strife in all of this nations early maturity there came the necessity of meeting
principle face to face, and it being true, we thank Thee that out of that great struggle there came a rebirth of
liberty and an understanding of what is democracy and the true dedication and consecration of freedom. We
thank Thee for all the great men who have been as beacon lights along the pathway which civilization has
given to men. We thank Thee for the great men of our own nation and especially do we thank Thee, this day, for
the one in whose memory we are met here. We thank Thee, that though he was born in so humble a fashion
that his very humble birth makes it possible that there is no youth today who can say that he had a harder
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