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Excerpt: .of animal life, and the pollution incurred by eating
meat. A deep vein of Oriental pessimism also enters into his
theory of existence. Standing alone such utterances might be
interpreted as no more than an enthusiastic expression of the
new Orphic religion, derived proximately from the
Pythagorean schools of South Italy. The puzzling thing is that
they have come down to us in close association with a
thoroughly materialistic philosophy, where no place seems to
be left for an immortal human soul, and hardly even for gods,
except as poetic names for the elements and forces of nature.
Empedocles lived towards the middle of the fifth century B.C.
One is tempted to think of him as a modernist in reference to
the religion of his age, giving a mythological colouring to
speculations really destructive of all mythology. 3. The Pour
Elements.-- No wise man,...
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